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History Narrative

F
rom the vantage point of 2014 it is abundantly clear that 
God has richly blessed Brookfield Christian Reformed Church! 
This is not to say the road was always smooth and wide, the 

progress always rapid. But with every bump, every delay, and every 
detour, God has always provided a way forward. He has constantly 
seen the needs we see, while also seeing what we really need. He has 
consistently provided his strength and presence for the former, and 
his providence and guidance for the latter.

NOTE: The following text was prepared in 1989 for the celebra-
tion of Brookfield CRC’s 50th anniversary.

Attempts to begin a Christian Reformed Church in Milwaukee 
occurred as early as 1918. Little is known about that early congre-
gation, but records show that Rev. H. J. Mulder, pastor in Lafayette, 
Indiana, from 1917-1921, preached in Milwaukee one Sunday to a 
gathering of two people. Nearly twenty years passed before the task 
was taken up again.

In 1936 a revision by Synod of the policy of the Home Mission 
Board gave new impetus to mission work in the United States. Re-

newed interest in the Milwaukee area re-
sulted in the arrival of Rev. John R. Brink 
from Chicago and an organizational 
meeting held in room 201 of the YMCA 
at 633 North 4th Street. Rev. Brink stated 
that “It is hardly fair to send our Christian 
Reformed people, who move to a city like 
Milwaukee, to the Reformed Church…
To practice church suicide is inexcusable.”

He encouraged this fledgling group, 
saying that other churches started small, 
too. Sheboygan church began with seven 

families, Burton Heights with nine, etc. The first services were con-
ducted by Rev. Brink at the Civic Auditorium on March 12, 1939, 
with eight people present. Those in attendance were pleased with 
the suitable pulpit and upholstered chairs provided. At that time, 
the group approved the renting of the room for $5.00 per Sunday. 
At the March 12 service, $1.85 was received in the morning offer-
ing, and $3.20 in the evening offering. After renting the room for 
$5.00, 5 cents was left for the treasury. Worship services continued, 
with attendance reaching a high of 16. Later, the meeting place was 
changed to the Randolph Hotel for $1.50 per Sunday.

In June, 1939, Rev. J. De Jonge was appointed as missionary-pas-
tor in Milwaukee, and on November 16, the Milwaukee Christian 

Timeline
Early 1900s
Initial attempts to begin a Chris-
tian Reformed Church are aban-
doned in 1918.

1930s – Beginnings
March 9, 1939 – Organizational 
meeting, led by missionary Rev. 
John R. Brink, held in Room 201 of 
the YMCA Milwaukee, with ten 
people present.

March 12, 1939 – First worship 
services held in Civic Auditori-
um, led by Rev. Brink, with eight 
attendees in the morning and 
nine at night; YMCA and Ran-
dolph Hotel also serve as wor-
ship venues in 1939. 

June, 1939 – Rev. J. De Jonge ap-
pointed by Home Mission Board 
as missionary-pastor for Milwau-
kee.

September 8, 1939 – Meeting 
led by Rev. Henry Baker, with 13 
others present, held at YMCA 
Milwaukee to explore the pos-
sibility of formally organizing 
a Christian Reformed church in 
Milwaukee. 

November 16, 1939 – Formal orga-
nization of Milwaukee Christian 
Reformed church in a meeting 
at the YMCA led by Rev. J. Me-
dendorp of the Racine Christian 
Reformed Church. Two elders 
and two deacons appointed, and 
33 persons accepted as members.  

1940s
November 17, 1941 – Howard 
Grimberg born; becomes first 
baby baptized in the congrega-
tion.

Rev. John R. Brink
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Reformed Church was officially organized. More than 100 persons, 
including visitors from Racine, Kenosha, Sheboygan, and Oostburg, 
attended the meeting where membership 
papers from seven families (33 individ-
uals) were accepted. The Sheboygan 
church donated six Psalter Hymnals; the 
Oostburg Young People’s Society donat-
ed four Psalter Hymnals; and the Oost-
burg church gave a donation of $8.73, 
which was used to purchase six additional 
hymnals.

In 1942, Rev. J. De Jonge asked for emer-
itation on grounds of “climactic condi-
tions.” Several months later, Rev. William 
Verwolf accepted the call to Milwaukee 
and was installed on October 30, 1942. 
A house at 4870 N. Teutonia was pur-
chased for Rev. Verwolf, providing both 
a home for him and a meeting place for 
the 1942-1946 congregation. Three years 
later, a church building was purchased 
at 2447 N. Richards Street, for $6,000. 
Repair work was extensive, amounting 
to $4,000. There are memories of water 
dripping on the organ on rainy Sundays. 
By this time, the number of members had 
increased to 46. Now with some numer-
ical growth and a church building, there was reason for encourage-
ment. Little did anyone know, the worst was still to come.

I
n October, 1946, 
Rev. Verwolf request-
ed a transfer, granted 

to him by the Home 
Mission Board. At that 
time, the number of 
members dwindled to 
19, and Sunday School 
was discontinued. For 
six years, the church 

struggled through its vacancy, although seminarians served for the 
summer months. It would have been easy to give up, but the efforts 
of Dr. Perry Boermans and Mr. Cornelius Vanden Bolsem somehow 
held the church together. The crushing blow came when the Home 

1942 – Rev. William Verwolf 
comes to Milwaukee, following 
the departure of Rev. De Jonge 
earlier that year. 

1943 – Manse purchased at 4870 
N. Teutonia, and also used as 
place of worship.

1945 – Former building of St. Ed-
mund’s Episcopal Church at 2447 
N. Richards Street is purchased 
for $6000 and remodeled. 

May 16-19, 1946 – Dedication ser-
vices for the remodeled building, 
with 46 communicant and bap-
tized members present.

October 1946 – Rev. Verwolf trans-
fers to a different Home Missions 
assignment.

July 27, 1947 – First recorded pro-
fession of faith, by Tenis Vander 
Plas.

May 1, 1947 – Letter to Executive 
Committee of Home Missions by 
Perry Boermans for the consistory 
lists just ten remaining profess-
ing members, two with plans to 
move away, down from 20-25 less 
than a year earlier; meetings 
now held in manse rather than 
church building.

August 11, 1947 – Joint meeting of 
Milwaukee consistory, Executive 
Committee for Home Missions, 
and (Wisconsin) Classical Com-
mittee for Home Missions con-
cludes that “the Milwaukee con-
gregation should be disbanded.”  
The Milwaukee consistory there-
fore sends a letter presenting 
that course of action as a formal 
request to Classis Wisconsin.

October 21, 1947 – Much prayer, 
thought, and discussion follow 
this decision. Finally, en route 
to the Classis Wisconsin meet-

Rev. John J. De Jonge

Rev. William Verwolf

Richards Street Church
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Missions Board recommended that the church sell its property and 
disband:

“With regard to the congregation a long and earnest discussion 
was held. After this discussion, during which the present status 
and future prospects of the church were fully considered, a unani-
mous vote recommended that:

1. The church disband

2. That members be exhorted to affiliate with sister churches

3. That at some future date a Sunday School-Mission station 
might be established in some desirable location.”

Classis Wisconsin, with still a vision for Milwaukee, began to offer 
concern and assistance. Rev. C.M. Schoolland from Racine offered 
to preach once a month and spend one day a month doing pastoral 
work in Milwaukee. Classis also arranged for pulpit supply every 
Sunday.

The turning point in the church’s history was in November, 1948, 
when the 26 members of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and 
the Milwaukee Christian Reformed Church met to discuss their 

possible merger. When Rev. Gaffin, the 
O.P. pastor, accepted a call to foreign 
mission work in 1949, the congregation 
decided to affiliate with the Christian 
Reformed congregation. For the first 
time, the church had enough members to 
consider itself established.

The active little congregation began to 
change. Sunday School was re-organized 
by Mrs. Clifford Jorgensen. Vacation 
Bible School was held in 1950. In 1951, 
the lot on the corner of 88th and Burleigh 
was purchased. In 1952, Rev. E. Boer 

accepted a call to Milwaukee. Meanwhile, construction work began 
and the little church was completed for services on January 18, 
1953. Rev. Boer’s home would be at 3031 N. 82nd Street, the new 
parsonage. A Young People’s Society was formed, with six members 
and Vacation Bible School had an average attendance of 24 children. 
The total number of families now had risen to 19!

By the time Rev. Boer left for North Haledon, New Jersey, in 1955, 
the church no longer needed to rely on Classis Wisconsin to serve 
as a calling church. Already in 1954, Home Missions had suggested 
that Milwaukee become a calling church. This is done when there 
are a minimum of 25 families in the membership. The members 
then were committed to pay $60.00 per family per year toward the 

ing, elders Perry Boermans and 
C. Vanden Bolsem stop the car 
to pray; the Spirit leads them to 
the conviction that the Milwau-
kee church must go on! With the 
(Wisconsin) Classical Committee 
for Home Missions they pres-
ent a handwritten request that 
withdraws the previous request 
to disband, and instead seeks 
to continue with worship ser-
vices at least monthly. Plans to 
sell the church building, earlier 
described as a “white elephant,” 
are to continue.

Late 1947 – Executive Commit-
tee of Home Missions sets out to 
learn why the previously agreed 
request for disbanding the Mil-
waukee congregation has been 
withdrawn.

May 4, 1948 – Joint meeting of 
Home Missions Committees of 
Classis Wisconsin (Christian 
Reformed) and Presbytery of Wis-
consin (Orthodox Presbyterian) 
recommends the two local con-
gregations hold “joint services 
twice per month for a period of 4 
months.”

May 1949 – Following the depar-
ture of their Milwaukee pastor, 
the Presbytery of Wisconsin 
votes to “dissolve the Grace 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
and to recommend that its mem-
bers unite with the Christian 
Reformed Church in Milwaukee.”  
Many do, and the church is great-
ly strengthened.

December 15, 1949 – Ladies 
allowed to attend the congre-
gational meeting and to “take 
part in the discussions.” At same 
meeting, strong objections voiced 
regarding the use of a piano for 
church services.

Rev. Edward G. Boer
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minister’s salary. The second call sent out was accepted by Rev. Mar-
tin Zylstra, who was installed July 21, 1956. His years in Milwaukee 
were highlighted by the formation of the Christian School Society 

and the subsequent 
decisions to pur-
chase property and 
build an elementa-
ry school. During 
those years, a 
planning commit-
tee recommended 
that a church 
large enough to 
accommodate 150 
families be built 
1956-1963 on 

the property adjacent to the school. The faith and vision were still 
strong among this congregation of 40 families! In June of 1963, Rev. 
Zylstra accepted a call to Arcadia, Michi-
gan and once again the church was to face 
a long vacancy.

W
ith renewed energy, Brook-
field church did more during that 
vacancy than it had in years. The 

Christian School building at 14155 W. 
Burleigh, in Brookfield, was completed 
and opened in September, 1963, as an 
eight-grade school with 19 pupils. The 
church on 88th and Burleigh was sold, 
and the church began holding services in the Christian School. 
Community outreach continued through daily Vacation Bible 
School, with an average of 60 children in attendance. After more 
than a year’s vacancy and ten calls to various pastors, Rev. Thomas 
Vanden Heuvel accepted the call to Brookfield, and was installed 
September 18, 1964.

As the congregation celebrated its 25th anniversary on December 
4, 1964, there was cause for rejoicing in what God had done. What 
had seemed a foolish and unfruitful endeavor to men, flourished 
into a congregation of 200 members, a Christian School, and a 
growing witness to the community. They looked forward, with con-
fidence, to an exciting, but very different, next 25 years.

Rev. Vanden Heuvel’s three years as pastor were busy years. The new 
school demanded a particularly great deal of time and commitment 
then. The church was inspired by our pastor to reach out into our 

1950s – A Dream Fulfilled
January 14, 1951 – Approved 
purchase of lot at N. 88th and W. 
Burleigh Streets.

March 1952 – After several years 
of vacancy, Rev. Edward Boer is 
installed as pastor.

June 1952 – Groundbreaking for 
new church building on Burleigh; 
cornerstone is laid on September 
27. 

January 1953 – First worship ser-
vices in new building.

March 25-27, 1953 – Dedication of 
the new building.

December 7, 1953 – Ten men and 
four women attend the congrega-
tional meeting.

July 21, 1956 – Following the 
departure of Rev. Boer early in 
the year, Rev. Martin Zylstra is 
installed as pastor.

October 14, 1957 – Meeting held 
to organize a Christian School 
Society.

December 4, 1957 – “All present…
saw no compelling reasons to 
continue to withhold the priv-
ilege (to vote) from our women 
members.”  The motion carries 
unanimously.

July 1958 – The congregation 
agreed to take over services at 
the Rescue Mission every two 
months.

February 1959 – Decided to have 
refreshments at consistory meet-
ings.

July 1959 – Decided that smok-
ing during consistory meetings 
would be discontinued.

88th and Burleigh Church

Rev. Martin G. Zylstra
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new neighborhood, to make acquaintances and welcome them 
into our church. Vacation Bible School reflected those efforts, as in 
1967, we enrolled 117 students, 89 of whom were from outside our 
church membership. Fifty-four of those 89 were new from the pre-

vious year. For the first time, there was an 
active follow-up as children were invited 
to a weekly Children’s Bible Hour. The 
groups met in three different homes, and 
later in the church. Bible Hour contin-
ued for several years, and was eventually 
replaced by the Coffee Break and Story 
Hour ministries. The church started 
cottage groups, informal Bible studies in 
homes, to give additional opportunity 
for Bible study and fellowship, but also to 
provide an informal setting for new mem-

bers to grow in the Word. Letters were sent to graduates of Calvin 
College, Dordt College, The University of Michigan and Michigan 
State, giving information on the Milwaukee area, and encouraging 
them to seek employment here. By the time Rev. Vanden Heuvel 
accepted a call to Holland, Michigan, in August of 1967, several 
neighborhood families had joined the church, and evangelism had 
become important in our goals of church growth.

The next three years found the church discouragingly vacant, as call 
after call was declined. Rev. John Hoeksema, our counselor from 
Racine, made endless trips to Milwaukee for congregational meet-
ings and pulpit supply. Our seventeenth 
call was accepted by Rev. Andrew Cam-
menga in June of 1970. Needless to say, 
it was a time of excitement and antici-
pation. There was a flurry of activity to 
get the parsonage ready to welcome the 
Cammenga family.

I
n December, 1970, the Milwaukee 
Christian Reformed Church legally 
changed its name to the Brookfield 

Christian Reformed Church, acknowl-
edging its establishment in the Brookfield area, and assuming a 
suburban witness and mission. The highlight of the next years 
would be the long-awaited building of a new church. In June, 1971, 
one and a half acres of land was purchased from Milwaukee Chris-
tian School for $14,900. Planning for the building and financing of a 
church began immediately. As building progressed, many members 
volunteered hours of their time painting, staining, varnishing, laying 

1960s – Growing and Moving
October 6, 1960 – Use of budget 
envelopes adopted.

May 12, 1961 – Rev. Raymond 
Brinks, missionary in Argentina, 
selected to receive annual sup-
port of $500. “The council urges 
all those who leave Milwaukee 
on weekends to refrain from do-
ing so regularly.”

April 12, 1964 – Growth makes 
the 88th and Burleigh church 
building too small; with the con-
struction of Milwaukee Christian 
School (14155 W. Burleigh, Brook-
field), the congregation begins 
to meet in the MCS all-purpose 
room, paying $300 per month 
rent. 

September 18, 1964 – Rev. Thomas 
Vanden Heuvel installed as pas-
tor to replace Rev. Zylstra, who 
departed in 1963.

October 1964 – Recommended 
that a house at 15100 W. Burleigh 
be purchased for $23,500 for use 
as a parsonage.

December 4, 1964 – 25th Anniver-
sary celebrated. 

1967-1970 – Sixteen calls extend-
ed for a new pastor, sixteen calls 
declined!

1970s – A New House of Worship
1970 – Rev. Andrew Cammenga 
accepts a call to serve as pastor. 

December 14, 1970 – Consisto-
ry authorized to spend $3000 to 
obtain plans for a new church 
building; meanwhile, the name 
is legally changed from Milwau-
kee Christian Reformed Church 
to Brookfield Christian Reformed 
Church.

Rev. Vanden Heuvel

Rev. Cammenga
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tile, sewing, and landscaping. We were advised to “steadfastly resist 
expenditures over the $220,000 amount authorized by the congre-
gation.” The Bereans raised money to equip the kitchen, and other 
money was raised and pledged. The new church, which seated 500 

on the main floor, 
was completed and 
dedicated on No-
vember 16, 1973. 
After nine years 
without a church 
building, we had a 
“home.” With joy 
and thanksgiving, 
we gave glory to 
God for His good-
ness and blessings.

In addition to 
building a church structure, the congregation was involved in the 
Leighton Ford Crusade as ushers and counselors. Rev. Cammenga 
served on the Pastor’s Steering Committee for the crusade. He was 
also an advisor for the Key 73 State Fair Impact Event. The congre-
gation participated in study groups designed to encourage effective 
witnessing in our daily lives. The Cadet and Calvinette groups also 
were formed in 1973.

In August, 1976, Rev. Cammenga accepted a call to Lynden, Wash-
ington. One year later, in September, 1977, Rev. Don Steenhoek 
became our pastor. Under his leadership, 
the congregation was encouraged to 
reach out to the neighborhood, the city, 
and even beyond. It was during these 
years that the church had a SWIM team 
to help with canvassing and Bible School. 
A seminarian and his wife, Dan and 
Cathy Bratt, also assisted in community 
calling and follow-up. More than a dozen 
of our members were formally trained in 
evangelism techniques through Congre-
gational Evangelism Training (CET). 
They made commitments to memorize Scripture, verbalize their 
personal testimony, deepen their prayer lives, and call on homes for 
the express purpose of sharing the gospel. Each one had a prayer 
partner who supported that commitment in prayer. Lives of individ-
uals and families were touched as they heard the message of salva-
tion from caring Christians.

When the Billy Graham Crusade was held in Milwaukee County 

December 8, 1971 – Congregation 
decides to purchase 1-1/2 acres of 
land from Milwaukee Christian 
School for $14,900.

July 15, 1972 – Groundbreaking 
for new church building; cost 
estimate with furnishings is 
$220,000.

November 16 & 18, 1973 – Dedi-
cation services for new church 
building at 14135 W. Burleigh, 
Brookfield.

September 1977 - Rev. Don Steen-
hoek becomes pastor, following 
Rev. Cammenga’s departure in 
August, 1976.

September 11, 1978 – Proceeds 
from a beef auction are $764, 
used for debt retirement.

1978 – Education Fund (“Cov-
enant Plan”) proposed by Milt 
Kuyers and established by 
church to support Christian day 
school education as a means to 
meet the congregation’s com-
mitment to teach the church’s 
children about God, his world, 
humankind, and how to live in 
proper relationship to all three; 
the fund is a practical fulfillment 
of the congregation’s promises 
at baptism, a positive answer 
to the Church Visitor question 
on encouraging Christian day 
school education, a benevolent 
response to those in need of help 
to sustain the educational effort, 
and a loving embrace of children 
of the covenant.

1980s
1981 – Rev. Roger Bouwman is in-
stalled as pastor, Rev. Steenhoek 
having accepted a call to serve 
a new Appleton ministry in late 
1980. 

14135 W. Burleigh Road Church, 1973

Rev. Steenhoek
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Stadium in July, 1979, many of our members took active roles as 
counselors, ushers, choir members, or prayer group leaders. They 
were trained for several weeks prior to the crusade on how to lead 
people to Jesus and how to follow up on their spiritual walk. On July 
9, 1979, our Sunday evening service was canceled so that members 
could attend the crusade. We were enriched by working together 
with fellow believers in the Milwaukee area.

One of the most memorable events at that time was when our 
church was packed to overflowing, as over 700 women came to hear 
Evelyn Christiansen speak on prayer. Cars were parked everywhere, 
and the singing literally made the rafters ring! Those of us who were 
there envision a time when, once again, people pack every seat to 
hear the gospel.

In November, 1979, our congregation reached beyond our city, 
as we sponsored and welcomed a refugee family from Vietnam. 
Members rented, cleaned and furnished an apartment, found 
employment, donated clothing and provided transportation for the 
family. Over the next months, we helped them shop, learn English, 
adjust to school, and master the survival skills necessary to adjust 
to a new and different culture. In the years following, our diaconal 
ministry continued to take on a broader and more tangible nature, 
as, through Faith In Action, we have provided food, clothing and 
furniture to many needy throughout our community.

I
n November, 1980, Rev. Steenhoek accepted a call to Appleton, 
Wisconsin, to serve a newly established ministry in that city. Rev. 
Roger Bouwman accepted the call to Brookfield in July, 1981. 

The next years were spent in evaluation, long-range planning, and 
implementation. A Mission Analysis and 
Projection (MAP) team from the Chris-
tian Reformed denomination was asked 
to work with us out of a concern about 
our inability to attract non-Christian Re-
formed people in spite of our concerted 
efforts. The MAP team conducted inter-
views and 1987 tabulated questionnaires. 
They found many gifted and dedicated 
people with a variety of skills and talents, 
but who were somewhat discouraged and 
negative about the local ministry.

In response to the evaluation, the Council began having retreats to 
set goals and define our concept of ministry. They worked on the 
“little” things: getting people to come to church on time, more lay 
participation in worship services, the purchase of NIV pew Bibles, 

May 30, 1985 – Motion passed to 
sell parsonage on Burleigh for 
$85,000 or more; a newer residence 
at 3045 Sauk Trail replaces it.

November 12, 1987 – Rev. John 
Bylsma is installed as pastor, 
following Rev. Bouwman’s depar-
ture in mid-1987.

February 1989 – New (gray) 
edition of Psalter Hymnal pur-
chased, replacing the previous 
(blue) edition. 

November 11 & 12, 1989 – 50th An-
niversary celebrated, under the 
theme: “To God be the Glory”. 

1990s – Stability, and Growth
1990s – Church picnics are held 
at the Treick residence for many 
years, taking advantage of 
shade, open space for games, 
and the pool.

1990-1993 (Summers) – Market-
place 29AD transforms an open 
area by the parking lot into a 
highly visible tent city in which 
children are taught about Jesus’ 
life on earth.

September 22, 1991 – Dedication 
of addition:  Fellowship Hall and 
classrooms provide much-need-
ed space for fellowship and 
Sunday School. 

1993-1995 (Summers) – SERVE 
projects are hosted for young 
people from other churches in the 
denomination, primarily focused 
on work at Lighthouse Gospel 
Chapel and Milwaukee Rescue 
Mission; a young pastor named 
Peter Verhulst brings a group 
from Mayfair CRC in Grand 
Rapids.

Fall 1993 – Children’s Worship 
established to help pre-school 

Rev. Roger A. Bouwman
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an active social committee, printing a new brochure about our 
church, the implementation of Faith In Action, the reorganization 
of administration, and restructuring of committees. Children’s 
Church grew out of the MAP recommendation, and continued to 
be an important time of worship for our preschoolers. Overall, it 
was a time to give thanks for our heritage, our gifts, and our growth, 
a time to expand our vision for the future of the Brookfield church, 
and a time to get to work so that the vision could become a reality.

During those years, Coffee Break continued to grow and become 
an evangelism tool, and “Time Out”, a Bible study for students 
from Brookfield East High School met in our church once a week. 
In 1985, the parsonage at 15100 W. Burleigh was sold, and a newer 
home at 3045 Sauk Trail, was purchased. In June, 1987, Rev. Bouw-
man accepted a call to Fulton, Illinois.

R
ev. John Bylsma was installed on 
November 12, 1987. He was the first 
pastor ever to come to the Brookfield 

church with many years of experience. 
God’s guidance and provision was evi-
dent, as shortly after his arrival, our con-
gregation was shocked and grief-stricken 
by the tragic and sudden deaths of two of 
our members.

Rev. Bylsma reinstated regular family vis-
iting, as had been recommended by the 
MAP team. We cannot think of Pastor 
John without appreciating his affection for the children and for the 
loving and enthusiastic way they were included in worship services. 
In February, 1989, the new gray edition of the Psalter Hymnal was 
purchased. The congregation sang new songs and learned revised 
creeds. The church supported some eight missionary families, 
and commitment to assist the Lighthouse Gospel Chapel in their 
multifaceted ministry in the inner city of Milwaukee. Nearly every 
Sunday the church had visitors, all of whom received a follow-up 
call or card from the pastor. Daily Vacation Bible School was well 
attended; organizations were active; and there were signs of new 
excitement and growth.

The transient nature of the Brookfield Christian Reformed Church 
continued to be a reality. What a challenge for a church—to be 
“home” to so many people who do not consider the Brookfield area 
to be “home,” and whose roots are elsewhere! Subtle changes began 
to occur, with a few three-generation families in the church.

age children learn about God, 
the story of salvation, and how to 
worship.

1995 – As Pastor Bylsma makes 
retirement plans, Congregation-
al Master Planning begins; goal 
is to understand where God is 
leading us and so also what kind 
of pastor can best help us along 
that path.

Mid-1990’s – Vacation Bible 
School continues with programs 
including Jesus’ Kids, Totally 
H.I.S.; Kingdom of the Son; God’s 
Kids in Action; and Passport to 
the Holy Land.

Fall 1997 – What’s Up? ministry 
for 7th and 8th graders begins. 

1998 – Rev. Peter Verhulst is 
installed as pastor, following 
Pastor Bylsma’s retirement in 
early 1996.

November 21, 1999 – First woman 
deacon, Carol Kuyers, is elected.

2000s – Meeting the Challenges of Growth
December 2000 – A church web-
site is established at www.brook-
fieldcrc.org 

2000, 2001 – Groups from BCRC 
travel to Harlan County in Ken-
tucky to serve for a week with 
Christian Outreach with Ap-
palachian People, Inc.; roofing, 
carpentry, and other repairs help 
ensure “safe, warm, and dry 
housing for low and very-low 
income residents.”

2000 – A Gifts program is begun 
to help identify and encourage 
use of spiritual gifts God has 
bestowed on the congregation.

2000 – Whew!  Air conditioning, 
at last.

Rev. John Bylsma
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Cc
NOTE: The following text was prepared in 2014 for the celebra-
tion of Brookfield CRC’s 75th anniversary.

T
hrough the first half of the 1990s, God gave continued sta-
bility and growth. Pastor John Bylsma took the lead in welcom-
ing newcomers and getting them connected to members of the 

congregation. This was one of many areas in which God used Pastor 
John’s hard work and energetic personality to strengthen us.

The growth God had given made the church facility inadequate for 
the work to be done as the 1980s turned to the 1990s. Many will 
recall the crowded narthex before and after services, and a basement 
area stuffed full of coffee and lemonade drinkers. Something had to 
be done! 1991 saw the addition of a spacious new Fellowship Hall 
and a set of Sunday School rooms that would help reduce travel 
across the parking lot to the school for classes.

Children continued to be an important focus of congregational life. 
With children’s sermons and candy after the evening service, Pastor 
John kept kids engaged with the church. Vacation Bible School each 
summer offered the opportunity for children of the community to 
join our own in learning about God and his salvation plan. 

Marketplace 29AD, held for a number of summers in the early 
1990s, demonstrated the church’s strong desire to relate to children. 
A tent city sprang up on the grass next to the parking lot, and chil-
dren experienced something of life in Jesus’ time. As a congregation 
we delighted in seeing the excitement of children experiencing this 
type of Vacation Bible School. Furthermore, passersby could hardly 
ignore such a program, which generated community interest. And 
putting together this multi-faceted VBS also helped the congrega-
tion see how God could bless the use of a variety of gifts in pursuing 
a worthwhile project. 

The addition of Children’s Worship in 1993 provided a great way 
for pre-school children to begin learning about worship. That was 
preceded by many hours of cloth-cutting and woodworking to get 
the needed articles in place to support the program. Was the work 
worth it? One only had to attend a Children’s Worship session to 
see the positive answer to that question.

Pastor John’s excellent Bible knowledge and his interests beyond 
the local church helped inform his preaching and praying. This 
helped the congregation see the breadth and depth of God’s King-
dom, both in biblical times and in the present day. And it made our 
support for various community partners, missionaries, and denomi-
national agencies seem more direct and real, less distant. 

As the congregation grew, more of her spiritual gifts could be used 

Mid-2000 – Council reorganizes 
by instituting a small Adminis-
trative Council, drawn from the 
elders and deacons, to handle 
administrative needs of the 
church.

Fall 2000 – Navy Chaplain Tom 
Walcott, serving locally with the 
Coast Guard, helps the church 
part-time for two years with 
small group development and 
monthly preaching. 

July 2001, July 2002 – Waukesha 
Service Projects are organized to 
make improvements at the One-
to-One Teen Center, Women’s 
Center, and Cooperating Con-
gregations of Waukesha County 
agency.

2002 – Preliminary planning 
begins for a church plant closer 
to Milwaukee, growing more 
serious over time until a search 
committee for a church planter is 
formed in 2005.

2003 – Rev. Mark Pluimer joins 
BCRC staff, serving as Associ-
ate Pastor until his departure to 
Appleton in 2006.

2003 – Alpha Courses for seekers 
and newer Christians are offered 
in support of a larger evangelism 
effort. 

Fall 2003 – Improvements are 
made to nursery, bathrooms, 
and pulpit area to accommodate 
growing use.   

November 14, 2003 – First concert 
by Watoto Children’s Choir at 
BCRC.

2004 – Spire is removed from the 
1973 sanctuary roof because it 
has caused roof leakage prob-
lems.
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in service beyond addressing the immediate needs of the group 
itself. Milwaukee Christian School benefited from this, but so did 
numerous community and denominational institutions. Many 
individual efforts could be mentioned, but a wonderful example of 
congregational use of gifts may be seen in the SERVE projects in the 
summers of 1993, 1994, and 1995.

These SERVE projects provided an opportunity for high school 
students and their counselors from other parts of the country to 
engage in service work in Milwaukee. Brookfield CRC hosted the 
groups, and worked extensively with organizations such as Light-
house Gospel Ministry and Milwaukee Rescue Mission to identify 
work to be accomplished at their facilities. Food, devotions, work 
tools and materials, scheduling, recreational outings, arranging do-
nations, and a myriad of other details were all a part of the hosting 
responsibility. Challenging? Yes. But God was surely glorified as 
young people scraped, painted, repaired, and otherwise worked to 
the benefit of our worthy partners in the community.

And God was also at work in another way, unseen by us at the time. 
One of the groups hosted for a SERVE project came from Mayfair 
CRC in Grand Rapids, Michigan and was led by a young pastor 
named Peter Verhulst. This experience with Brookfield CRC would 
give him a better understanding of the congregation that later called 
him.

T
hough most of us were not convinced he could be old 
enough to do so, Pastor John announced his plans to retire as of 
early 1996 from a congregation deeply appreciative of his work. 

The Council then agreed that this would be a good time to ask CRC 
Home Missions to help us with Congregational Master Planning 
(CMP), similar to the Mission Analysis and Projection work that 
had been done in the early 1980s. The outcome was again a better 
understanding of the local church and specific plans for develop-
ment, all of which also helped inform the search for our next pastor. 

With more recent searches having gone relatively quickly, a wait of 
nearly two-and-a-half years for a new pastor seemed frustratingly 
long. But our own history served as a reminder that God would 
surely send the right person at the right time. Meanwhile there was 
work to be done, whether planning worship or carrying on Council 
responsibilities or beginning implementation of CMP plans. So the 
congregation continued to develop and change during a time of 
active waiting.

July 2004 – First offering of “The 
Master’s Junior Golf Clinic” to 
community children as a means 
of serving and connecting with 
area residents.

2005 – Plans are made and funds 
are raised in 2004 to enable 17 
members of the congregation to 
travel to Uganda and help with 
projects at Watoto Children’s 
Care Ministries in early 2005.

September 2006 – Two morning 
worship services are offered to 
accommodate growing atten-
dance.

December 2005 – Congregation 
approves building of new sanc-
tuary and adjoining rooms and 
spaces for $6.8 million; purchase, 
donation, and demolition of three 
homes east of the church proper-
ty provides space for expansion; 
plans are later revised to include 
a basement under the sanctuary; 
ground is broken July 2006.

June 2007 – Pastor Eneiyas Fre-
itas arrives as church planter, 
beginning Connection Point’s 
first public services in Septem-
ber of 2008 in a movie theater 
at Mayfair Mall; services end in 
Summer 2012 after bringing the 
gospel to western Milwaukee for 
four years. 

September 16, 2007 – New sanc-
tuary dedicated, allowing all to 
worship in a single morning ser-
vice again; additional space for 
fellowship, church events, adult 
education, and storage is gladly 
put to use. 

2005-2010 – Children present 
summer musicals including 
Acorns to Oaks, Jailhouse Rock, 
Livin’ Inside Out, King of the Jun-
gle, and GPS.



11History of Brookfield Christian Reformed Church • 1939-2014

July 2008 – A fulltime Director 
of Youth Ministries, Emily Hull, 
begins two years of service with 
primary focus on middle school 
and high school ministry. 

October 2008 – Paula Coldagelli 
begins in the role that becomes 
Executive Director of Ministries 
for the church.

November 2008 – First immersion 
baptism, of Christian Perry, takes 
place following donation of an 
immersion font. 

2009 – The City Dwellers Life 
Group begins, and soon starts to 
discuss and pray about starting 
a church in the downtown Mil-
waukee area.

2010s
2010 – Committees and ministries 
are aligned with Core Values, 
and pastoral care takes on a new 
format working through Care 
Groups and Small Groups.

2010 – Parsonage on Sauk Trail 
is sold in response to a growing 
trend for pastors to own their 
own homes

June 2011 – After extensive com-
munication with the congrega-
tion and lengthy deliberation, 
Council decides that women will 
not be considered as elder nom-
inees. 

June 2012 – On The Edge high-
school group and other partici-
pants travel to Rehoboth, NM to 
assist with Vacation Bible School 
and work projects. Similar out-
ings to Rehoboth are held in 2013 
and 2014.

October 2011 – As the downtown 
Milwaukee church plant concept 

T
he 1998 arrival of Rev. Peter Verhulst along with wife Jackie 
and children brought an acceleration of both change and growth 
to the congregation. God used Pastor Verhulst’s engaging style of 

preaching, with a frequent use of stories to make his points memo-
rable and a clear desire to challenge the congregation to action, as 

the center of this development. 

Other changes in style of worship were 
also happening. The use of contempo-
rary worship songs grew significantly 
from the small start that had been made 
earlier. And those songs were more and 
more likely to be led by a praise team 
and accompanied by piano, guitar, and 
drum. Drama in the form of brief skits 
to introduce sermon topics or enhance 
other elements of worship became 
more common. And less visible changes 

were occurring as well, all seeking to better engage worshipers in a 
fast-changing world.

Like many CRC churches, Brookfield CRC became more willing to 
look outside of our own tradition to see how other churches were 
better relating to the people of the surrounding community. Willow 
Creek Church in Illinois and Elmbrook Church locally demonstrat-
ed practices that could be adapted to the Reformed worship setting. 
While such changes were sure to generate discussion and initial 
uncertainty, they kept the congregation focused on the need to both 
worship God fully and be an inviting place for others to encounter 
God.

Changes happening in the denomination were also impacting the 
local church. The question of women serving in office was debated 
vigorously over the years at Synod and in other venues. As the only 
CRC in the Milwaukee area, and having had a long struggle to gain 
stability and growth, Brookfield CRC deeply treasured unity. For 
the women-in-office question this meant that there was a willing-
ness to work at understanding the arguments on both sides, and 
Pastor Verhulst even led a series of evening teaching sermons on the 
topic. Treasuring unity meant there was no rush to a conclusion for 
BCRC, and when the first woman deacon was elected by the con-
gregation in 1999 it seemed more like a natural development than a 
revolutionary act.

T
he congregation’s enthusiasm for taking on big projects 
was very evident through the 2000s. In various ways God chal-
lenged the group to put their gifts into action, especially in the 

area of service and social justice. In the early 2000s, an attempt was 
made to develop a youth worship service called The Rock. This ser-

Rev. Peter Verhulst
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takes shape, Rev. Chris Ganski 
joins the BCRC staff to support 
congregational life and begin 
working on what would become 
City Reformed Church; in this 
way, a church born in the City of 
Milwaukee renews its presence 
there through a church plant.

January 2011 – Property and 
home at southern border of 
church property purchased for 
future use.

May 2013 – Children are encour-
aged to participate in the Lord’s 
Supper, under parental guidance 
and following an educational 
program.

September 2013 – Rev. Brandon 
Haan begins service as Associ-
ate Pastor.

May 21, 2014 – For the first time, 
elders and deacons are chosen 
by lot from a slate of candidates 
each approved by the congrega-
tion. The Brookfield CRC congre-
gation now stands at 180 fami-
lies, 480 professing members, 251 
non-professing members for a 
total of 731 people.

June 2014 –“Dig Deep” campaign 
raises over $100,000 outside of 
budget to purchase well-drilling 
equipment for a group the church 
supports in Mozambique.

August 9-10, 2014 – Celebration 
of 75th anniversary under the 
theme: “What God Has Done…
What God Will Do”.

vice, while it did not operate for a great many months, nonetheless 
communicated the church’s desire to be involved with the youth of 
our community.

In 2000 and 2001, the Verhulsts led groups to Harlan County in 
Kentucky to work on a variety of major house repair projects. Chris-
tian Outreach with Appalachian People served as host, scheduled 
the work, and arranged for materials. Thoughts of tired bodies and 
aching muscles faded when completed projects so clearly brought 
help in the lives of others.

Meanwhile, the Deacons were active in arranging for service oppor-
tunities closer to home in Waukesha. The facilities of One-to-One 
Teen Center, Women’s Center, and Cooperating Congregations of 
Waukesha County agency all benefited from these labors of love as 
members of the congregation scraped, painted, cleared brush, and 
otherwise maintained and improved these buildings.

The Watoto Children’s Choir concert at BCRC in November of 
2003 charmed and delighted the congregation, and led to yet anoth-
er big undertaking. Over the course of 2004, funds were raised and 
plans made for a trip to Uganda to serve at Watoto Children’s Care 
Ministries in Uganda. Whether fond or not, memories of dishing 
up food and serving beverages at Milwaukee Brewers’ games are 
well-lodged in participants’ minds. And the building and other work 
accomplished in Uganda will be long remembered by the group of 
17 that carried it out.

All these are examples, and others could be given, of God matching 
one congregation’s gifts with needs elsewhere in his world. “Blessed 
to be a blessing” is the saying, and it is good to recall projects such 
as these to remind us of that truth. And we need to remember also 
that we grow through serving, through seeing and responding to the 
needs of our neighbors, near and far.

A
nother theme in the 2000s and into the 2010s was that of 
addressing the challenges of growth. The most visible aspects of 
that work were in staffing and facilities, but many less apparent 

needs had to be addressed as well. 

As the congregation grew, the Council wrestled with finding the 
right organization and right combination of staff to meet evolv-
ing needs. A small change was the beginning of an Administrative 
Council, drawn from the elders and deacons, to directly handle 
a variety of administrative tasks. A larger change was engaging 
Chaplain Tom Walcott, then serving with the U.S. Coast Guard in 
Milwaukee, on a part-time basis as Pastor of Spiritual Growth. This 
role included support for small groups as well as some preaching 
responsibilities, all of which was gladly received by the church. A 
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new assignment elsewhere for Chaplain Walcott brought the role to 
an end in 2002. 

But the need for help remained, and so it was a joy to welcome 
the arrival of an Associate Pastor, Rev. Mark Pluimer, and his wife 
Laurie in 2003. Pastor Mark’s full-time role included preaching, 
small group support, and outreach. Alpha Courses and The Master’s 
Junior Golf Clinic were among the more notable efforts to engage 
with the community and explain the Christian faith. The Pluimers 
were also a part of the group that traveled to serve at the Watoto 
Children’s Care Ministries in Uganda. During a time of growth and 
high activity, Pastor Mark was a great help to us.

With the departure of the Pluimers to Appleton in 2006, the 
Council once again took stock of staffing needs. There had been 
a long history of strong youth group ministry in the church, with 
lay leadership. But the demands on that leadership were great, and 
the church felt it would be helpful to bring on a person focused on 
youth. Thus in July 2008 Emily Hull began two years of full-time 
work as Director of Youth Ministries. The majority of her time went 
to leading the high school group, On The Edge, and the What’s Up? 
group for seventh and eighth graders.

In addition, the Council saw needs for ministry coordination, 
volunteer recruitment and training, and a variety of administrative 
tasks. Paula Coldagelli began a part-time role in October 2008 that 
developed into a full-time assignment as Executive Director of 
Ministries.

As staffing evolved, so did the organization of the church’s opera-
tions. Probably most important among organizational changes was 
the 2010 grouping of ministries along the lines of the church’s Core 
Values that had been developed earlier. This concept, and adapta-

tions for new staff and added ministries, 
underlies the organization in place as of 
2014. 

After Emily Hull and her husband Steve 
relocated to Colorado in 2010, the 
youth ministry role was left unfilled. 
The Council recognized the need for 
youth ministry leadership, but saw other 
ministry work that also required support. 
Eventually this thinking coalesced into 
a redefined Associate Pastor role, and a 
search was begun. In September 2013 

Rev. Brandon Haan was installed as Associate Pastor. His major 
focus is on youth ministry, particularly the high school and middle 
school groups. Other responsibilities include preaching and other 
worship leadership.

Rev. Mark J. Pluimer

Emily Hull

Paula Coldagelli

Rev. Brandon Haan
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All of these staffing and organizational changes may be seen as ways 
in which the Council and congregation were wrestling with how 
best to address the blessing and challenges of a growing congre-
gation. Growth was not merely a matter of more people; it also 
brought a welcome diversity of religious histories into Brookfield 
CRC. This meant, for example, that Reformed concepts important 
to the church needed to be taught to newcomers even as the congre-
gation also was enriched by their backgrounds. As another example, 
larger size made it more difficult to know the entire membership of 
the church, making the more intimate setting of small groups that 
much more of a priority in church life. Good challenges, with no 
easy answers, but which by God’s leading have been addressed in a 
variety of ways over the years.

F
acility needs also became prominent as the congregation 
grew. A set of improvements to nursery, bathrooms, and pulpit 
area in 2003 was more update than expansion, and planning was 

soon under way for a major construction project. Temporary over-
flow seating was a less than ideal way to accommodate the growing 
number of worshipers. The focal point for construction plans would 
be a new sanctuary large enough to accommodate the entire con-
gregation for worship. 

After much planning, in December 2005 the congregation approved 
building a new sanctuary and adjoining rooms and spaces for $6.8 
million. These plans were later revised to include a basement under 
the sanctuary, and ground was broken in July of 2006. The fundrais-
ing committee adopted the theme “Making Disciples,” hoping to 
focus the congregation not on the building itself, but on what the 
expansion would facilitate. “Making Discicples” was later adopted 
as a motto for Brookfield CRC.

Underscoring the need for increased worship space, by September 

2007
existing church

expansion
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2006 the church was forced to offer two morning worship services 
in the 1973 sanctuary as a temporary measure until construction 
could be completed. 

The dedication of the new sanctuary in September of 2007 enabled 
all to worship in a single morning service once more, delighting the 
congregation. With seating for 800, and the potential for adding 
200 more in a balcony, the capacity question seemed to have been 
addressed for the foreseeable future. As far as we could see, that is, 
though not as far as God can see.

The Fellowship Hall added in 1991 had also been outgrown, and 
the expansion included a large narthex as well as new flexible class 
and fellowship areas that also were a great help. A kitchen added on 
the main floor made hosting meals much easier, and a large amount 
of additional storage was also quickly put to use.

This construction project, by far the largest in the church’s history, 
naturally generated a great deal of excitement within the congre-
gation. God also used it as a way of increasing the visibility of the 
church in the community, and so encouraged others to visit and 
some to join the church. 

I
n parallel with the church, the school next door, now 
renamed Brookfield Christian School, was also growing. Some 
learned about the church through the school, and others of the 

school through the church. The two have always been separate insti-
tutions, yet their histories are very much intertwined. Church and 
school share facilities and maintenance staff today, and each would 
be quick to acknowledge a strong relationship. Yet the majority 
of school families are from other churches, and not all families in 
Brookfield CRC choose to use Brookfield Christian School.

2007 Expansion, 14135 W. Burleigh Road



16History of Brookfield Christian Reformed Church • 1939-2014

In connection with Christian education, it is worth noting that the 
Covenant Plan first introduced in 1978 remains in use today. While 
college is no longer a part of it, the Plan continues to act as a strong 
encouragement by the church for families to take advantage of the 
opportunity for Christian day school education. As a congregation, 
we have corporately taken on the responsibility for educating chil-
dren from and with a Christian perspective on all of life.

This Plan has been much replicated in other Christian Reformed 
Churches throughout the denomination. Milt Kuyers has spent 
countless hours traveling and speaking to explain the basis and 
operation of the Covenant Plan. In the many places where it has 
been adopted, the Plan has truly proven a great help in encouraging 
Christian day school education. 

M
inistering to the church’s younger children continued to 
be a focus of the congregation, and not only through Sunday 
School and the Covenant Plan. A series of summer musicals 

from 2005 through 2010 included Acorns to Oaks, Jailhouse Rock, 
Livin’ Inside Out, King of the Jungle, and GPS. This updated take 
on Vacation Bible School taught the gospel message in an enter-
taining way as the children, assisted by many adults, prepared and 
performed a children’s musical. Fun for kids, work and fun for the 
adult leaders, and entertainment for the whole congregation!

In May of 2013 a major change came along in BCRC’s worship life 
as regards children. The Council had been studying and discussing 
the CRC Synod’s decisions and statements on faith formation, es-
pecially looking at the potential role the Lord’s Supper might play in 
confirming and developing faith in children. The end result was that 
children were encouraged to participate in the Lord’s Supper, under 
parental guidance and following an educational program.

T
he congregation’s interest in pursuing big undertakings 
continued into the late 2000s and early 2010s. The high school 
youth group, after attending a number of the national youth con-

ventions over the years, later began to seek out week-long service 
projects each summer. Most recently, a good connection has been 
established with the church in Rehoboth, New Mexico, and high 
school youth along with many adults have helped with their Vaca-
tion Bible School and work projects.

A number of business people from the congregation became in-
volved with Partners Worldwide, which connected them to coun-
terparts around the world with the goal of creating much-needed 
sustainable jobs. Travel to Kenya, Haiti, and Mozambique became 
simply a part of what needed to be done to move that work forward. 
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Again, God used the gifts of the congregation for good where needs 
were great.

B
ut two church plants probably were the most visible proj-
ects during this timeframe. The first plant gradually took shape 
starting in 2002, as interest grew in planting a church closer to 

the city. Eventually, a search committee was formed to call a church 
planter, and Pastor Eneiyas Freitas and his wife Denise arrived 
with their children in June of 2007. After getting to know the plant 
group and gaining a better understanding of the local area, the next 
search involved finding a suitable venue for beginning services. The 
church plant, to be known as Connection Point, held its first public 
worship services in September of 2008 in a movie theater at Mayfair 
Mall. 

This venue worked well for the small church, but was also fairly 
expensive. After some time a move was made to Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church, located at 88th Street and Lisbon Avenue in 
Milwaukee. Services there came to an end in Summer 2012, and 
there was certainly disappointment in seeing this happen when 
many had worked so hard to get the church started. Yet good was 
accomplished, most especially in bringing the gospel to western 
Milwaukee for four years and changing the hearts of those in whom 
the seed took root.

In parallel with Connection Point, another church plant was begin-
ning to take shape. A small group of people living closer to down-
town Milwaukee began to meet in 2009. From early in their time 
together, The City Dwellers Life Group was led by the Spirit to pray 
about and discuss planting a church in the downtown Milwaukee 
area.

Chris and Kate Ganski had moved to the area to allow Chris to 
pursue a PhD in Theology at Marquette University. Through his 
earlier studies in seminary, Chris had become excited about the 
Reformed perspective in Christianity, and this led the couple to 
join Brookfield CRC despite a lengthy drive to attend. As part of 
the small group they shared in the vision for a new church. In God’s 
good plan, completion of his doctoral requirements made Ganski 
available around the time a decision was being made on proceeding 
with the church plant in downtown Milwaukee. Thus Pastor Chris 
Ganski joined the BCRC staff in October 2011 to support congre-
gational life and begin working on the church plant. 

The name chosen, City Reformed Church, spoke directly to the 
group’s desire to be a Reformed presence in downtown Milwaukee. 
The first public services were held in February of 2012 in Summer-
field United Methodist Church. The venue later shifted to Brew 
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City Church, and continues there at present but with the disadvan-
tage of not being able to hold a morning worship service. With the 
completed purchase of a building near the junction of Brady Street 
and Farwell, there is great excitement about a move later in 2014 
once improvements have been made. This new place will allow a 
more holistic ministry in a space configured for the church’s needs, 
and the opportunity to hold morning worship services. Excitement 
for the new location is very much shared within Brookfield CRC, as 
we together look for God to bless this young church. In a way, City 
Reformed Church is a returning of Brookfield CRC to its birthplace 
in downtown Milwaukee.

A
nd so we come to the end of a look at a very active 75 years of 
Brookfield CRC history. Why look at history? In order to learn 
for the future. What should we learn from the history of this one 

church, a small part of the Church of all times and places? At least 
this: that even for this one small church, God is always present with 
us and always has a plan for us. And his plan and presence always 
reveal his faithful love for us.

Think of the earliest efforts to start a church in Milwaukee, which 
had to be given up. God had a plan to start that church a couple de-
cades later. Think of the discouragement and frustration that Perry 
Boermans and Cornelius Vander Bolsem must have felt, driving to 
a Classis Wisconsin meeting at which a vote would be taken on a 
motion to end the Milwaukee CRC. God was present with them as 
they drove, he had a plan, he brought Boermans and Vander Bolsem 
into prayer at the side of the road, and he led them to change the 
motion to one that would instead sustain the tiny church. 

Think of giving up the church building at 88th and Burleigh that 
had become overcrowded, a building that had been the realization 
of a long-cherished dream. And think of choosing to meet in the 
all-purpose room of a school where chairs had to be set up and torn 
down each Sunday. God was present in the all-purpose room too, 
meeting with his people as they worshipped, encouraging them as 
they saved for another building project. And it was in his good plan 
to provide a new sanctuary after nine years of perseverance. 

And think of more recent times when the church has been faced 
with the good yet difficult challenges of growth. God was present 
as the Council struggled to address major facility needs and sort 
through staffing requirements in a host of areas. God gladly met 
twice in the morning with different parts of the congregation when 
we had to split the morning service. And God had a plan to provide 
another, bigger sanctuary, and to provide the right people at the 
right times with wisdom to help lead the congregation. 



19History of Brookfield Christian Reformed Church • 1939-2014

Finally, think of the daily life of the congregation, how God is pres-
ent at every worship service, every Council meeting, every Sunday 
School class, every youth event, every Coffee Break and MOPS 
session, every hospital visit, every small group gathering. Think of 
him leading a disparate group of individual lives into a true Chris-
tian community. He rejoices with us when we celebrate a baptism, 
a pastor’s installation, a wedding, a church anniversary, a profession 
of faith. And he comforts and strengthens us when we mourn the 
loss of one taken too soon, the break-up of a marriage, the hurt of 
unkind words, a long battle with disease. He is with us, and some-
how miraculously uses all that happens in our congregational life to 
draw us closer to himself.

God’s plans for us and presence with us are and have always been 
revealing his faithful love for us. Trust him, seek him, and love him 
back!

What God has done among us is marvelous. What he will do in us, 
and through us, and alongside of us we await with eager expecta-
tion. Praise God from whom all blessings flow!


